I'm Sorry, | Can’t Hear You!

--- City of Denver

The NOISE CYCLE

EVENT HAPPENS
Festival Designation (B0 dbA allowed)

No Actrve Notification to Residents
ft's LOUD! At my house!

Don't Like ic?
LEAVE until it's over
FUME and do nothing
"COMPLAIN - 311, email, phone call

f's OVER - NOVIOLATIONS Recorded
REPEAT through the Noisy Season




What is LOUD?

devibels — about ax loud as the instde of o steel mill and louder thio a uckhanuner.
By comparison. i normud conversution is uboul &0 decibels, wninterstate highway
muasures 76 decibebs and @ haby's cry comes fnoat 183 decibels. A noise begins to
canse pain o the eur between P13 andd 40 decibels. and profunged exposure to noise
Iesees b B3 devibels can cause hearing foss,

--— Bangor Dutly News. Moy 12,2043
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Denver Law: Municipal Code Ch 36: Noise

Sec. J6-1. Purpose.

Tius chaptes (s enacled to protect, preserve and promole tha nealln. satsty, wallare. peace and
qulat fot the cilizens of the city through the reduclion, control, und prevention of nelse, Ths
chaple astablahes stardards intended lo ehmingle and raduce UNNBZESSEY B0 SXCEESWE Mol
wahicse and comrunlly noisss that ase physicah narmiul and cigrsice delrimantal 13 it als and
IFe2 connmiasiity ot lhe snjoyreend of 12 &and progarty asmd 10 the cenduct of busingss.

Sec. 36-2. Definitions.

£10.5)  Festival, 101 s (sied frgose ol Wed onages, mMIOans Cuiuie, attlehbs, aducalons:,
chanlakla, or v evests oncluding thase wib 2ntetainiment) provides ne event does not exceed /
tur daya. §s ol part of & serkes of o 2] o mare separate ayeals @ the ssme wichily, [s open to the
general publie, a geomt for slreel dosars of DCSUPERTY 1S oDIAINeY, Brxd 4 BeBEnEe &, OF HCERSES Af8,
oblaned w sarye oo, DEverEgs, o SguU,

Sec. 36-4. Inspections,

@i For 112 pufpdse OF delarmening compliance with the srenisions of this chapler, the manager of
enwvlronmental healthy and the chigl of police of In2lr authonzes Tepmasantalives ae heteby
uthpezed to make insgecions of gl nelse sources and 1o 1ake preasuremants ang [s1s wherpea
nacessary le determine the quentity and eharacier ol noge.




Denver Law Allowable Sound Pressure Levels in dBA
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Enforcement

Model is complaint-driven. Doesn't work for events

DPD does not“do noise” unless you're willing to file
a criminal complaint (neighbor, repetitive)

No dara collection or anaylsis (311)

dbA vs. dbC. Denver code does not include limits/
measurements in the range that cause problems

Citizen Engagement

Chive Fest (August, 2014) Riot Fest (Sept, 2014) - meetings,
letters, complaints

INC Resolution on Revising Ordinance to include full
spectrum measures (dbC) (Sept, 2014)

Meeting with EH, Mayor’s representative (Nov, 2014)
--- No response.

2015: the Noise Cycle begins in City Park with the Colfax
Marathon




What is City Policy?

Noise from park events affects neighborhood residents

|0+ year Denver policy to promote “activation” of
parks

ABE policy encourages loud commercial activity, use of
public assets (parks) for private profit

Office of Special Events created to facilitate events

Are parks venues?

What about Office of Special Events?

Their role is to facilitate events
No role in policy or enforcement

Holding post-mortem meetings on an event-by-event
basis to assist promoters in improving their events

Planning to produce an event calendar




What could help?

Noise fimits to reflect dbC range - requires Clty Council
to change ordinance

311 to produce & post meaningful reports to encourage
reporting/engagement

Active notification of events

Require event planners to pay for noise measurement &
enforcement

Model noise planning & enforcement on zoning,a la
Portland, Oregon

Vuvu Fest?

MNoise Sources and their Effects
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